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Willow Hamilton, application for ACE R&D Award. 
 
Confirmation of mentoring role. From Professor Stephen Johnstone, School of Art, Goldsmiths, 
University of London. 
  
I am very pleased to be asked to support the research and development of Willow’s proposal 
to gain experience in working with 16mm film technology. As an artist with over 25 years’ 
experience of working with film labs and workshops to produce and exhibit 16mm films, I am 
excited to read Willow’s ambitious plans for using analogue film technology to expand and 
enhance their practice.  
  
I am particularly keen to offer advice and guidance about analogue film grading and printing 
technologies. Working with specialist film labs to print 16mm film exhibition prints has been a 
central part of my 30-year collaboration with Graham Ellard and I have liaised extensively with 
expert film technicians across Europe to hand print our films for projection. The skills 
associated with analogue film making are only developed through direct, trial and error hands-
on experience using machinery such optical and step printers, and grading prisms. It is very 
heartening to be invited to share the experience I have gained working in analogue film labs 
with Willow as they research and develop their new, experimental studio work. 
  
Yours sincerely 
  
Stephen Johnstone 
  
Professor Stephen Johnstone 
Associate Head of The School of Art (Research and Knowledge Exchange) 
Goldsmiths, University of London 
s.johnstone@gold.ac.uk 
 


